
 

   
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
 

Birch Grove Community School 
& Community Service 

Weekly Newsletter 
 

January 4, 2024 
 

Dates to Remember:   
Tuesday, January 16 ~ School Board Meeting at 4:00pm at BGCS 

Tuesday, January 16-19 ~ MAP testing for K-5 
Monday, January 22 ~ No School 

Monday, January 22 ~ BGCS Board Retreat 2:00 Bluefin 
 

Mission Statement: 
Birch Grove Community School will promote academic excellence utilizing our unique natural setting to 

prepare students to become socially and environmentally responsible, self-directed, life-long learners. 

 
 
From Ms. Diane Blanchette: 
School Director, Birch Grove Community School 
Lead Coordinator, Birch Grove Community Service 
 
This is Birch Grove’s first weekly 
newsletter of 2024! Woot! 
 
We hope that everyone had a great winter 
break. Quite often it seems as if most come 
back from the break tired and not quite 
ready to get back into the swing of things. 
This year seemed to be an exception as 
most everyone seemed well rested and 
happy to hit the ground running! Thanks 
for seeing that your child not only had a 
great break, but got some rest as well and 
sent back to school with a great attitude. It 
was a great week to ring in the 2024 year. 
Thank you! 
 
 



 

Fourth and fifth graders are taking part in STARBASE Minnesota 
“Destination Mars”, a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics) based program. 
This curriculum helps students 
think through problems and 
learn from failures. In the 
activity pictured, students were 
given a special type of sand 
that would not mix with water. 
They had to think about the 
problems and solutions that 
this type of sand would cause 
on our mission to Mars. Thanks 
goes out to STARBASE 
Minnesota! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Just announced! Birch Buddies ~ SKATE! special after school program 
is scheduled for every Tuesday the month of February. BGCS staff 
Sara Knottski and Gayle Grinnell will be encouraging K-5 skaters of 
all abilities on the ice rink at Birch Grove. Registration forms were 
sent home in Take Home Folders today. Space for this special 
program is limited. Sign up asap if you want to ensure your child gets 
a spot for this session. 
 
 
 
 

 
We look forward to a year of continued growth! Here are a few ways that you can help to support us 
and your child(ren) from home: 

• Take attendance seriously 

• Send your child to school ready to learn 

• Let your child know that you believe school and learning are important 

• Let your child know that you expect them to do their best while at school 

• Encourage your child to read while at home  

• Support your child with any homework they may have 

 
We appreciate all of our students and families and thank you for letting us be a part of your child’s 
life. If you have any questions or concerns through the year, please always reach out to us! 
                             



 

Please have your child read (or be read to) a minimum of 20-30 minutes per day/night. If there is one 
thing that you can do at home that has a huge positive impact on your child’s academic growth, 

this is it! Happy reading! 
 
 

 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us:   

birchgrove@boreal.org ~ 218-663-0170 
Website: www.birchgroveschool.com  

School Spirit Store Link: https://birchgrove.logosoftwear.com/ You can use GRAB15 for 15% off and 
free shipping for orders over $125 

Face Book: Birch Grove Community School and Community Services #4145 | Facebook 
 
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
From Ms. Rista Sharma-Connor 
Sapling Teacher, Birch Grove Community Service  
 
Saplings are easing back into the classroom routine with great 
enthusiasm. We revisited classroom and outdoor rules and 
expectations. The Saplings seemed to have lots of great ideas on 
keeping each other safe and being kind. 
 
This week we are learning the letter “M” for Mittens. We read the 
book “The Mitten” by Jan Barrett. With this book, Saplings are 
learning about the elements of a story. We are learning about the 
plot, character and the setting of a story by actively engaging in Q 
and A sessions. With a series of events taking place in the story of a 
lost mitten and woodland animals finding it to be a warm cozy 
shelter, our main focus was on “what happens next?”. Each Sapling 
got to wear a mask of woodland animals from the book and 
pretended to be one of the characters. Lots of giggles were heard!  
 
Saplings learned about the differences between authors and 
illustrators. The Saplings will get to meet and interact with a local 
illustrator of children’s books, Kari Vick. We hope that this real-life 
interaction with Kari will spark their imagination and creativity. She 
will be reading to the Saplings soon and we are beyond excited for 
this! 
 

http://www.birchgroveschool.com/
mailto:birchgrove@boreal.org
http://www.birchgroveschool.com/
https://birchgrove.logosoftwear.com/
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This week, we also had a lot of extended 
outdoor play time and Saplings have 
welcomed the dusting of snow with a lot of 
energy. Let's hope the snow keeps coming 
so we can go sledding soon!  
  
Happy New Year and have a great 
weekend! 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 21   
rista.sharmabgcs@gmail.com 

jessica.klemmerbgcs.com 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
From Ms. Sara Knottski  
K & 1st Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
I can tell everyone got a lot of rest over break! We were all ready to jump right back into learning! I 
heard a lot of stories about what everyone did over winter break and it sounded like a blast! 
 
The kindergarteners learned about the letter S and practiced bumping lines to make letters the correct 
size. In math, they learned about making tens and teen numbers. The first graders reviewed sight 
words and practiced reading this week. We read a few different nonfiction books and talked about 
what is an essential element in a nonfiction text. In math, we learned about making tens when 
adding. 
 
As we get back into the swing of things and continue forward in winter, just a reminder, we do go 
outside even if it is frigid! Please ensure that students are sent to school with plenty of layers, snow 
pants, a hat, waterproof gloves, and a neck scarf. Eventually, it will get colder and we want to make 
sure they are warm! 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 22 
sara.knottskibgcs@gmail.com 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~          
From Ms. Samantha Forster 
2nd & 3rd Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
I hope that everyone had a wonderful break! I know mine was jammed packed but I spent lots of 
time with loved ones. Your children had so many positive things to say about their breaks. We have 
been spending this week introducing new material while trying to get back into school life. So far, it’s 
been great. 
 
In math, we started a new unit for both grades. In third grade, they started learning the concepts of 
fractions and how to make a whole. We will spend the whole week comparing, writing, and lining up 
fractions. In second grade, we started by reviewing quarters and dollars. We spent time talking about 
making change, adding coins up, and comparing money amounts. We will end the week with finding 

mailto:rista.sharmabgcs@gmail.com
mailto:sara.knottskibgcs@gmail.com


 

the unknown number with a 3-digit number equation. This will help us prepare for our upcoming 
MAP test. 
 
In language arts, we reviewed compound words and homophones. We also talked about 
abbreviations and introduced some new prefixes. While reading, we talked about point of view and 
what the language looks like with that concept. We will end the week with introducing new 
vocabulary words and spending time manipulating them with various task cards. These activities are 
so helpful for students to decode unfamiliar words and add more skills to their skill base. 
 
In science, we talked about motion and force. Students had so many examples of what force looks 
like and how that affects motion. We watched a domino video and then participated in two different 
experiments to see how motion reacts to different materials. We focus a lot on making connections to 
their personal lives to reinforce this knowledge. 
 
Reminder that we do have cold lunch each Wednesday and we go outside every chance we get. If 
you do have a snack bin in your student’s locker, this would be a great time to restock them. Please 
reach out with any questions or concerns! 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 26 
samantha.forsterbgcs@gmail.com  

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
From Ms. Laurie Roberts 
4th & 5th Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
The fourth and fifth graders had a bit of a sleepy start after break, but after an hour or so of school, 
they got right back into the swing of things. In language arts the fourth grade groups are reading 
about Antarctica and orca whales. The fifth grade groups are reading about the Revolutionary War 
and an arctic explorer. All students are also getting personalized instruction on the Lexia platform 
each day. They have started writing a book about winter with an emphasis on developing good 
characters. 
 
In math, both grades are working on their long division skills. We have also been doing some review 
of math skills learned earlier in the year in preparation for the MAPS testing 1/24 and 1/26.  
 
In art, we painted ourselves making snow angels. It made us all wish for at least a little bit of snow to 
play in! 
 

218-663-0170 ext. 23  

laurie.robertsbgcs@gmail.com  
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